
Annie  Duke 

Annie Duke has leveraged her exper t ise in the science of smart  decis ion making to excel  at  pursui ts  as var ied as 

championship poker to publ ic speaking. For two decades, Annie was one of the top poker players in the wor ld. In 

2004, she bested a f ie ld of  234 players to win her f i rs t  World Ser ies of  Poker (WSOP) bracele t .  The same year,  she 

t r iumphed in the $2 mi l l ion winner - take-al l ,  invi ta t ion-only WSOP Tournament of  Champions. In 2010, she won the 

pres t igious NBC National Heads-Up Poker Championship. Pr ior to becoming a profess ional poker player,  Annie was 

awarded a Nat ional Science Foundat ion Fel lowship to s tudy Cogni t ive Psychology at  the Univers i ty of  Pennsylvania. 

Marrying her academic s tudies in cogni t ive psychology wi th decis ion making lessons gained through her experience 

at  the poker table,  Annie now spends her t ime wri t ing, coaching and speaking on a range of topics such as decis ion 

f i tness,  emot ional control ,  product ive decis ion groups and embracing uncer tain ty.  She is  a regular ly sought -af ter  

publ ic speaker,  address ing thousands in keynote remarks at  conferences for organizat ions f rom the Inves tment 

Management Consul tants Associat ion to the Big Ten Conference. She has been brought in to speak to the execut ive 

teams or sales forces of  organizat ions l ike Marr iot t ,  Gaylord Resor ts  and Ul t imate Sof tware, among others.  She is  a 

sought -af ter  speaker in the f inancial  sector,  wi th c l ients such as Susqehanna In ternat ional Group and Ci t iBank. Annie 

regular ly shares her observat ions on decis ion making and cr i t ical  th inking ski l l s  on her blog, Annie’s Analys is ,  and 

has shared her poker knowledge through a ser ies of  bes t - se l l ing poker ins t ruct ion and theory books, inc luding Decide 

to P lay Great Poker and The Middle Zone: Master ing the Most  di f f icu l t  Hands in Hold’em Poker (both co-authored wi th 

John Vorhaus) .  Annie is  current ly working on her next  book on s t rategies for great decis ion-making, which is  due in 

ear ly 2018.

Annie is  a master s tory te l ler ,  having performed three t imes for The Moth, an organizat ion that  preserves the ar t  of  

spoken word s tory te l l ing. One of her s tor ies was selected by The Moth as one of their  top 50 s tor ies and featured in 

the organizat ion’s f i rs t -ever book. Her passion for making a di f ference has helped raise mi l l ions for chari table 

causes.  In 2006, she founded Ante Up for Afr ica along wi th actor Don Cheadle and Norman Epstein,  which has 

raised more than $4,000,000 for Afr icans in need. She has also served on the board of The Decis ion Educat ion 

Foundat ion. In 2009, she appeared on The Celebri ty Apprent ice, and raised $730,000 for Refugees In ternat ional,  a 

chari ty that  advocates for refugees around the wor ld. In October 2013, Annie became a nat ional board member for 

Af ter School Al l -S tars.  

In 2014, Annie co- founded How I  Decide, a nonprof i t  wi th the goal of  helping young people develop the essent ia l  l i fe 

ski l l s  of  cr i t ical  th inking and decis ion making.   In 2015, she became a member of  the Nat ionSwel l  Counci l .  In 2016, 

she began serving on the board of directors of  The Frankl in Ins t i tu te,  one of America’s oldest  and greates t  museums. 




